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Busy Summer Ahead for Mouth of the Platte and 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 

Onawa Lewis and Clark Festival 
Celebrates 25 Years 

June 12 to 14 marks the Silver Anniversary of the Lewis and 

Clark Festival held at Lewis and Clark State Park, Onawa, IA.  It 

started as a dream of then Park Ranger Ron Williams.  The 

Friends of Discovery, a group of volunteers, sponsors this event 

each year with support from the Onawa Chamber of Commerce, 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and local friends and 

volunteers. 

The action starts on Thursday as re-enactors begin gathering 

at the park.  Public activities get underway mid-day Friday with a 

buffalo burger feed in downtown Onawa.  Saturday and Sunday 

events offer something for everyone: traditional contests and 

games, food, craft demonstrations, fun and educational 

presentations, shopping, and even a wedding on Saturday night.  

Contact the Onawa Chamber of Commerce for detailed 

information: 712-423-1801, chamber@onawa.com. 

Of particular interest to MOP members are presentations by 

Fr. Tom Coenen and Gary Moulton on Saturday at 12:30 and 

1:45.  Fr. Tom will speak about “John Baptiste, Son of 

Sacagawea,” and Dr. Moulton presents “Lewis and Clark and the 

Plains Indians.” 

 

On Friday, the Middle Missouri Lewis and Clark Network is 

making the most of the Festival and meeting from 10 to 2 at the 

Lodge House in the park.  Food vendors will be open on site for 

lunch.  For more information about this effort to build a regional 

support network for Lewis and Clark tourism and education, 

contact Dick Williams, rnwilliams2@gmail.com. 

White Catfish Camp Does Double Duty  
as Regional LCTHF Meeting 

The Mouth of the Platte Chapter is inviting other LCTHF 

chapters to participate in this year’s White Catfish Camp event.  

The weekend begins with a no host reception at Islamorada Fish 

Company Restaurant in Council Bluffs on Friday evening.  

Saturday and Sunday’s meetings will be at the Western Historic 

Trails Center.  The keynote speaker Saturday afternoon is Peyton 

“Bud” Clark.  The program also includes re-enactors, lectures on 

Floyd and the Missouri River, a tribal panel with Otoe-Missouria 

members, the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles, George 

Droulliard and optional tours to local sites of interest on Sunday.  

A brief schedule appears on page 6.  Complete details may be 

found on the MOP website at: http://www.mouthoftheplatte.org. 

Also on Sunday, there will be a brief memorial to Ben 

Petrzilka, the Boy Scout who died in a tornado last June just four 

days after volunteering at the WHTC icon for National Trails 

Day.  By doing so, Ben completed the requirements for the 

Historic Trails Award, which was later awarded posthumously to 

his father. 

All events, except the members meeting on Saturday, will be 

open to the public.  This includes the Saturday evening catered 

picnic.  In order to have a good idea of the number to anticipate, 

all persons (children, too) are asked to register.  There is no 

registration fee; the only costs are modest prices for meals.  A 

registration form appears on page 7, or you may register on line 

at the MOP website.  Please register by July 18.  

Missouri River Basin Holds  
Lewis and Clark Reunion 2 

The Missouri River Basin Lewis and Clark Visitor Center 

commemorates the upstream passage of the Corps of Discovery 

with its second reunion scheduled for July 18 and 19.  This year, 

two MOP members will contribute significantly to the success of 

the event.  Mary Langhorst will be interpreting in the 

reconstructed earth lodge both days, while Neal Ratzlaff starts 

early Saturday with a bird hike, then contributes a day-to-day 

discussion of the natural history discoveries made by the Corps 

as they proceeded upriver on both Saturday and Sunday. 

An added feature this year is a collection of Bodmer prints 

from the Great Plains Museum in Lincoln that will be on display 

the entire weekend.  

A brief schedule appears on page 6.  For more details 

contact efriesen@mrb-lewisandclarkcenter.org. 

Why are these people smiling?  They had a great time at 

the Arizona Regional LCTHF meeting in Scottsdale on 

April 17-19. (See report on page 3.)  Now it is MOP’s turn 

to attract LCTHF folks to the Omaha–Council Bluffs area 

and put smiles on their faces.  This summer it is through a 

regional meeting, which will just be a warm up for the big 

event…the Annual LCTHF Meeting in August 2011. 



Mouth of the Platte Chapter  

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation, Inc. 

 
Keepers of the Storyé. 

  éStewards of the Trail 

Monthly meetings held third Tuesday, 
with a few exceptions, at:  

  Dodge Riverside Grill 
 2 Harrahs Boulevard 
 Council Bluffs, IA 

Social Hour, 5:30 
Dinner meeting 6:00 (menu on back) 

2009 Meeting Schedule: 
 No meeting June or July 
 Please attend local L&C  
 events  
  
Annual events: 

June: Lewis and Clark Festival 
 Lewis and Clark State Park 
 Onawa, IA 

July:  White Catfish Camp 
  Western Historic Trails Center 
  Council Bluffs, IA 

 
Tuesday Morning Study Group:  

 9 a.m., most weeks 
 Western Historic Trails Center 
 3434 Richard Downing Ave. 
 Council Bluffs, IA 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: 

 7 p.m., second Wednesday of month 
 Panera Café and Bakery 
 Saddle Creek Road (North of Dodge) 
 Omaha, NE 

 

President:  Della Bauer 
697-8544 omaha1@cox.net 
Vice President: Carl Camp 
571-9446 hccamp@cox.net 
Secretary: Mary Langhorst 
402-291-1585 mikilang@cox.net 
Treasurer:  Don Shippy 
 shippydv@msn.net 
Past President: Bob Pawloski 
402-871-5071 bpawloski@cox.net 

Newsletter editor:  Suzanne Gucciardo 
402-468-5848 suz@lakenet.com 

Email: mouthoftheplatte@cox.net 

www.mouthoftheplatte.org 

Presidentõs Note:  

Hard to believe it is time for another letter for the Newsletter.  Time is rapidly 

passing me by, but I guess that goes with the aging process. 

In April, Mary Langhorst, Shirley and Dick Beck and I went to the Southwest 

Regional Meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona, hosted by the California and Arizona 

Chapters.  On the last day of the meeting, we went to a dedication of a marker at Gila 

Bend, honoring Jean Baptiste Charbonneau (Pomp) as a guide for the Mormon 

Battalion on its way through Arizona to California.  It was very impressive.  Some of 

you might remember Kevin, a speaker at White Catfish Camp last year.  He was going 

to walk to San Diego, and had plans to arrive in April of this year.  I asked about Kevin. 

He has accomplished his mission.  I don’t envy him walking in the brush, on the sand 

and rocks, and maybe facing a rattlesnake or two to accomplish his objective. 

Two days after returning from Scottsdale, Mary Langhorst and I took my car, the 

Silver Bullet, and headed to Bismarck for the second part of the Maximilian and 

Bodmer Symposium.  As I walked through the lobby of the hotel, I was surprised to see 

Ava and Bob Hastert.  We enjoyed all the programs ranging from comparing Bodmer 

and Catlin paintings, the longevity of the Native American languages, to the fur trade.  

The James and Missouri Rivers were overflowing their banks creating problems for 

cattle ranchers.  It was calving time, and many babies could be seen in the fields. 

Mike Bowman presented programs to school children at Platte River State Park for 

two days, and one day at the National Park Service.  He told his story of re-enacting the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

The Tuesday study group will not meet as often during the summer.  We seem to 

like each other, so we will meet the second Tuesday of each summer month at the 

Western Trails Historic Center.  A great group!! 

 

A decision has been made!!  At the May 19 meeting, Dick Williams made a big 

announcement.  The Mouth of the Platte Chapter has officially been chosen to host the 

LCTHF Annual Meeting in 2011.  I sent for the Annual Meeting Handbook from 

headquarters in Great Falls.  Now the work will begin.  I hope each one of you will step 

forward and be willing to assist the Board, if called to do so.  We want this meeting to 

be a great success, which Iôm sure it will be. 

 

Saturday, June 6, is National Trails Day.  The Boy Scouts and Chapter members 

will volunteer at the icons along the Trail in Omaha and Council Bluffs.  Check out the 

website, sign up, and help.  The event will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

On July 18 and 19, Lewis and Clark Reunion 2 will be at the Missouri Basin Lewis 

and Clark Visitor Center at Nebraska City, Nebraska.  From the Chapter, Neal Ratzlaff 

will discuss the natural history of the area when the Lewis and Clark Expedition passed 

on the river.  Mary Langhorst will be interpreting the earth lodge on the premises. 

The Mouth of the Platte Chapter will be hosting a Regional Meeting of the Lewis 

and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation from July 24 to 26.  On Friday evening, there will 

be a reception at the Islamorada Restaurant at Bass Pro Shops in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

On Saturday and Sunday there will be presentations by Bev Hinds, Jim Peterson, Jeff 

Barnes, a Native American panel with Bat Shunatona, and Matt Jones, Foundation 

meetings, a picnic, re-enactors, programs for children, fur and hide exhibit, and book 

signing by Kira Gale.  Butch Bouvier’s pirogue will be in the area for viewing.  On 

Sunday, there will be a memorial for Boy Scout Ben Petrzelka who lost his life in the 

Little Sioux tornado last June. 

I’m wishing each one of you a fun, safe and enjoyable summer.  

Della Bauer, President 

ñI sincerely believe... that banking establishments are more 

dangerous than standing armies, and that the principle of 

spending money to be paid by posterity under the name of 

funding is but swindling futurity on a large scale.ò 

  --Thomas Jefferson to John Taylor, 1816 



Southwest Regional Meeting 
Submitted by Mary Langhorst 

Della Bauer, Mary Langhorst, and Richard and Shirley 

Beck attended the Southwest Regional Meeting in Scottsdale, 

Arizona on April 17-19, which was hosted by the Grand 

Canyon Chapter Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 

(LCTHF).  Also attending was a significant number of 

members from the California LCTHF Chapter, who chose the 

regional meeting as their annual spring gathering. 

The meeting was based in Old Scottsdale with a Friday 

evening reception at the Noriega Livery Stable and Carriage 

Museum.  It was an opportunity to meet Foundation staff and 

other attendees.  In addition to viewing a collection of historic 

carriages, located across the street from the museum was the 

Old Adobe Mission, which resembles Mission San Xavier del 

Bac near Tucson, Arizona.  The Mission is being preserved as 

an example of Scottsdale’s early architecture and will provide a 

peaceful place to pray and meditate. 

At the Saturday LCTHF meeting, Wayne McKinley, 

president of the Grand Canyon Chapter, introduced Stephanie 

Ambrose Tubbs from the Board of Directors, who updated 

attendees on the condition of the Foundation, ongoing projects, 

and future plans.  Clay Smith, treasurer, discussed the financial 

status of the Foundation, which has taken a substantial loss in 

its investments due to the economic situation.  

General interest presentations were given by historian 

Todd Weber, who discussed the tools, arms and accouterments 

used by the Corps.  Pat Hartinger provided an overview and led 

a discussion of Kira Gale’s newest book, The Death of Lewis.  

Ken Jutzi described activities of the California Chapter; and 

Chuck Holland presented “Foods of the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition.”  Lorna Hainesworth, Philadelphia Chapter, 

presented a collection of items, news articles, and internet 

information about Meriwether Lewis.  This included a letter she 

recently discovered in historical archives from Lewis to 

William Linnard, Military Agent for the Schuylkill Arsenal, 

written June 6, 1803.  The letter was little known to most Lewis 

and Clark scholars and is now considered a valuable resource.  

Wayne McKinley described the life and times of Jean-Baptiste 

Charbonneau. 

The Sunday field trip was to the Painted Rock Petroglyph 

Site near Gila Bend, Arizona which is managed by the Bureau 

of Land Management. (BLM)  The site contains hundreds of 

symbolic and artistic rock etchings, or “petroglyphs,” produced 

by the Hohokam Indians centuries ago.  The etchings are on 

black basalt boulders covered with “desert varnish” from 

centuries of environmental changes.  This archeological site 

also has inscriptions made by people during historic times 

including: the 1775 Juan Bautista de Anza expedition that 

traveled 1,200 miles from Sonora, Mexico to the current site of 

the Presidio in San Francisco; the 1847-1848 Mormon Battalion 

of 120, including women and children, who traveled from 

Kansas to California; the Butterfield stage which carried mail 

from St. Louis to San Francisco between 1858-1861; and the 

mid-1900s use of this area by George Patton as headquarters for 

WWII tank training. 

Volunteers from the Mesa (AZ) Company of the Mormon 

Battalion formed an honor guard and presented a black powder 

salute for the dedication of a new LCTHF-funded plaque 

honoring Jean Baptiste Charbonneau for his role in guiding the 

Mormon Battalion from Santa Fe to San Diego.  Young Girl 

Scouts from Gila Bend presented the flag ceremony.  Keynote 

speaker for the ceremony was Stephanie Ambrose Tubbs.  

Wayne McKinley and a BLM staff person spoke on the history 

of the Mormon Battalion and the story of how Jean Baptiste 

Charbonneau fit into the history of the Southwest. 

Our trip to sunny Scottsdale provided a unique opportunity 

to participate in a special dedication of the new commemorative 

panel honoring Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, which connects the 

amazing story of the baby on the back of Sacagawea to the 

incredible sacrifice and commitment of the Mormons in 1846. 

STUDY GROUP LOESS HILLS FIELD TRIP 

Submitted by Neal Ratzlaff 

On the bright, sunny morning of April 28, 25 study group 

members ventured into the heart of the Loess Hills north of 

Council Bluffs.  Our first stop was Hitchcock Nature Center.  Its 

large deck and tower provided a panoramic view of the Missouri 

River Valley from Omaha to Blair, the portion traversed by the 

Lewis and Clark party from July 26 to August 3.  The excellent 

interpretative exhibit served as our introduction to the geology, 

human and natural history of the Loess Hills.  Fr. Tom, a Lincoln 

Highway enthusiast, pointed out a deep road cut just north of the 

campground, where the original Lincoln Highway made a 

difficult descent through the steep front range of the hills to the 

valley below.  Continuing our trip north, we crossed the Boyer 

River where Alexander Willard lost his gun while crossing on a 

log (Reuben Fields retrieved it).  We passed along the base of the 

bluffs north of Missouri Valley to Small’s Fruit Farm east of 

Mondamin where we made a small detour into the picturesque 

orchard country.  Then it was on to Pisgah for a short stop at the 

Loess Hills State Forest Visitor Center and a look at their fine 

interpretative exhibits.  Lunch was served at Dave’s Old Home 

Filler-up An’ Keep on A-Truckin’ Café and Bar in Pisgah by a 

very engaging and efficient waitress who made it clear that 

neither she, her sisters, cousins, friends nor acquaintances were 

in any way related to the famed Mavis of the C W McCall ballad. 

After lunch we traveled to the Loess Hills Overlook just 

north of Preparation Canyon State Park for more good views of 

the Missouri River Valley and access to a ridgetop prairie, home 

to early prairie wildflowers including Pasqueflower, Ground 

Plum and Puccoon.  Murray Hill, arguably one of the best views 

in all Iowa was our next stop.  Some trekked all the way to the 

top while others enjoyed the still spectacular view from a picnic 

bench at a lower level.  It was a lovely afternoon and far in the 

distance lay the river where Lewis collected two Least Terns that 

were new to science and the Corps of Discovery encountered a 

huge flock of pelicans on their way up river.  Our last stop, 

(honest) was a small cemetery at the base of Murray Hill.  It is all 

that remains of Fontainebleau, a small settlement founded by 

Charles Larpenteur who is buried there.  Larpenteur, an early fur 

trader whose autobiography was edited and published by Elliott 

Coues under the title Forty Years a Fur Trader on the Upper 

Missouri, provides us a good deal of insight into the daily life of 

a trader and gives us particularly valuable information about Fort 

Union where he spent a significant portion of his career.  Taking 

our cue from the captains, we all “proceeded on” all the way 

back to the Council Bluffs parking lot where our day began. 



The Death of Meriwether Lewis: The Case for Murder 

Lost Nation Found, The Ioway 

Right from the start, John Palmquist made one thing clear.  

He would not have been there without the persistence of Mary 

Langhorst.  It was also clear that John is not accustomed to 

public speaking.  After all, he is simply an Iowa farmer who 

happens to have an unusual hobby, an interest in prehistoric sites. 

The history books of his youth portrayed Indians badly, or 

not at all; at least the Ioway Tribe was left out.  That didn’t stop 

young John from wondering if any Native Americans had been in  

the area where he was growing up even though he saw no signs 

then.  At 14, a visit to relatives in west Kansas provided his first 

sight of an arrowhead.  He returned with both a few arrow points 

and a life-long interest in the peoples who came before. 

It wasn’t until he took up farming his own land that things 

began to change.  In 1968 he made his first surface finds of 

artifacts, and others followed.  Lack of access to information 

frustrated his curiosity, but not his interest.  Acting on a 

suggestion, he packed up the family and his finds in 1974 and 

headed to the Sanford Museum in Cherokee, Iowa.  Fortunately, 

the curator was gracious about his unexpected arrival and 

provided dates and cultural affiliation of the items he displayed.  

This not only answered John’s questions, but began a long-term 

friendship between himself and the curator, Duane Anderson.  

Under Anderson’s mentoring, John learned the proper means of 

recording and studying sites to protect the cultural integrity and 

meaning.  While Duane was the Iowa State Archeologist, John 

frequently collaborated in summer field schools along the 

Nodaway, Tarkio and Nishnabotna Rivers.  Eventually, John 

recorded more than a 100 sites, including a 3,000 year old 

occupation site now on the National Register of Historic Places. 

John’s interest in the ones who came before didn’t end with 

the lifeless pieces left behind.  He had an interest in the living 

remnants of these people who now reside on reservations in 

Kansas and Oklahoma.  This led to a new goal, using the 

archeological record to bring the Ioway back to Iowa.  Through a 

chance meeting at a Pow Wow, he became acquainted with a 

direct descendant of Chief Mahaska, whose brutal murder by 

renegade members of the tribe in 1838 was the climactic event 

It was evident that the March meeting of MOP was held on 

St. Patrick’s Day.  The 28 guests, members, and prospective 

members were sporting a lot of green, including flashing green 

earrings on our own fashionista, Della Bauer.  

Also evident was Kira Gale’s belief that someone, maybe 

General Wilkinson, maybe John Smith T., maybe others, were 

responsible for Meriwether Lewis’ death.  Support for her 

opinion is not based on flashy theories, 

but on the accumulation of contemporary 

evidence surrounding the schemes and 

machinations of others.  Powerful men 

were lusting after the riches of North 

American, and by being appointed 

Governor of the Louisiana 

Territory, Lewis was in a 

position that blocked their 

way.  As an honest man 

charged with clearing the 

corruption out of the 

territorial government, 

Lewis was soon hated by many; a potent reason for murder. 

Forensic evidence from two previous exhumations also 

suggests the fatal wounds could not have been self inflicted.  

One observer noted the difficulty of shooting oneself in the 

back of the head.  Further investigation along these lines may 

be possible in 2010 if the National Park Service, managers of 

the Meriwether Lewis National Monument, agree to a request 

from the Lewis family for a Christian reburial of the remains.  

Full details supporting a case for murder can be found in 

the book Kira co-authored with James Starrs.  She had made the 

last copy edits and sent the final manuscript to the publisher the 

morning of the meeting.  It was to be on bookstore shelves and 

shipping from Amazon by early April.  Kira reported that 

interest was high, with Borders and other major distributors pre

-ordering quantities of the book.  

[Ed. Note:  By the time of the May meeting, Kira was able 

to report that she had already sold 900 copies, and was soon 

headed for a national book conference in New York.  There is 

also a book signing scheduled in Charlottesville, VA, where she 

will finally meet her co-author for the first time.]  

Fr. Tom with John Palmquist, guest speaker at the 
May 19 MOP meeting held at the Venice Restaurant.  

that made removal of the Ioway from the Iowa Territory 

possible.  Over the years, personal connections with tribal 

members helped John to piece together the history of the tribe 

over the last couple centuries.  It seemed only logical that he 

would be approached by Kelly and Tammy Rundle, documentary 

film makers, who wanted to tell this story.  The Ioway were 

ready to tell their story, and after filming in eight states without 

one struggle, Lost Nation, the Ioway debuted in Des Moines in 

October of 2007.  The 200 tribal members present were the first 

to return to Iowa since the 1800s, and the largest gathering 

anywhere since 1878.   

Preparations for the ceremony led John into his woods, 

where, under the perfect tree, was a smooth stone axe which he 

proudly displayed.  In October 2007, he was made an honorary 

member of both Ioway tribes, the only white to be so honored.  

Last fall he was given a native name, Big Axe.  It is the first time 

in 80 years an Ioway member carried that name, since the last 

descendants of Big Axe died in the 1920s.  The original Big Axe 

was with a band of Otoe in 1804 when a group of whites came up 

the Missouri in three boats.  The paper Certificate of Friendship 

presented to him by Lewis and Clark meant nothing to him.  It 

was kept by the Otoe and was eventually donated to the 

Oklahoma Historical Society by a private family. 



Statement of Cash Received and Spent 

Beginning October 1, 2008 and ending April 30, 2009 

Total Cash Balance at the Beginning of this Period $3,175.75  

Cash Received During this Period   

Dues Received $1,000.00   

Donations Received $786.00   

Meals Sold $2,965.00    

Less Cost of Meals Sold $2,523.35    

Less Sales Taxes on Meals Sold $193.97    

Net Cash from Meals Sold* $247.68   

Merchandise Sold $520.00    

Less Merchandise Purchased for 

Resale 
$0.00    

Less Sales Taxes on Merchandise 
Sold 

$34.02    

Net Cash from Merchandise Sold* $485.98   

Fund Raisers $0.00   

Grants and Cost Sharing Received $307.00   

Other Sources of Income $0.00   

Total Cash Received During this Period* $2,826.66  

Cash Disbursed During this Period  

Member Communications - Newsletters, $221.79  

Supplies $11.96   

Meeting Expenses, Speakers Fees and Travel, 

etc. 
$457.00   

Business Fees, Bank Charges, P.O. Box, etc. $30.00   

Grants/Scholarships/Awards $0.00   

Liability Insurance $0.00   

Annual Meeting Registration $0.00   

Net Sales Taxes** $53.01   

Cost of Fund Raisers $0.01   

Total Cash Disbursed During this Period* $773.77  

Total Cash Balance at the End of this Period $5,228.64  

Statement of Financial Position as of April 30, 2009 

Assets 
Valued at 

Cost 

Valued at 
Estimated 

Market Value 

Cash and Cash Equivalents $5,228.64 $5,228.64  

Merchandise Inventory Held for Resale $1,711.56  $1,711.56  

Accounts Receivable $0.00  $0.00  

Meeting Equipment, Audio Visual 

Equipment and Software $1,149.72  $90.00  

Otis Mouth of the Platte Painting $500.00  $500.00  

Other Assets $7.48  $0.00  

Total Assets $8,597.40  $7,530.20  

Liabilities     

Accounts Payable $795.80 $795.80 

Other Liabilities $0.00 $0.00 

Total Liabilities $1,091.92 $1,091.92 

Chapter Net Worth $7,801.59 $6,734.39  

Report on Meals Sold October 1, 2008 - April 30, 2009 

Description 
Total for 

Meals Per Meal 

Number of Meals Served* 189 N/A 

Total Value of Meals Served* $2,965.00  $15.69 

Cost of Meals Served*   

Total cost of meals purchased $2,138.40 $11.31 

Total gratuity paid $384.96  $2.04  

Total sales tax on meals served $193.97  $1.03  

Total Cost of Meals Served* $2,717.33  $14.38  

Net Margin on Meals Served* $247.67  $1.31  

Treasurerõs Report: Mouth of the Platte Chapter 

* All figures are shown net of the costs for meals and merchandise 
purchased and of accrued sales taxes on meals and merchandise sold. 
See table on the other side of this report for additional meal information. 

** Net Sales Taxes include taxes accrued in previous year, but paid this 
year after allowance for accrual of sales taxes on meals and merchandise 
sold. 

*** The "Number of Meals Served" includes Guest Meals for speakers and companions, 
but the "Total Value of Meals Served" includes only the cash received for meals. Because 
Mouth of the Platte does not charge for Guest Meals, there is no value included for these 
meals. The cost of Guest Meals is included in the "Total Cost of Meals Served". 

Submitted by Don Shippy 

11 May 2009 

Trail Troubadour Entertains MOP 

On April 21, Michael “Mac” MacDonald shared his stories and songs of the Corps of 

Discovery with an appreciative gathering of MOP members.  Growing up in rural Yankton, 

SD, may have provided Mac with special insight into the response men of the Corps had to 

the new sights they beheld on the Great Plains.  His psychological interpretation of this 

response is clear in his songs, whether these are lighthearted, such as Joe Fieldôs Buffalo  

and Little Spirits, or more heartfelt, as in the haunting Charles Floydôs  

Lament.  Most interesting was his theory expressed in George  

Shannonôs Holiday.  Mac suggested Floyd may have protected  

Shannon, the youngest, from taunts by the older men, and  

following Floyd’s death, Shannon just needed a break to deal 

with his change of circumstance.  Before leading the group in a  

sing-along medley of traditional tunes, Mac presented short previews  

of future songs he is working on to describe encounters with grizzly  

bears and the accidental shooting of Lewis.  



White Catfish Camp and Regional LCTHF Meeting 

Abbreviated schedule: visit http://www.mouthoftheplatte.org 

for complete list of programs, field trip options and on-line registration form. 
Friday, July 24 

5:00–8:00 p.m. No-host Reception Islamorada Fish Company Restaurant, Council Bluffs Bass Pro Shops 

 

Saturday, July 25 

  West of levee, encampment area    Auditorium  

  9:15  Raise colors       

  9:30–10:15 Mike Bowman: Armaments of Lewis and Clark Tribal Nation Panel (Matt Sitting Bear, Bat Shunatona) 

10:30–11:15 Dean Slader: Blacksmith Demonstration  Bev Hinds: Sergeant Floyd 

11:15–1:30     Music and Maidrites 

  1:30–2:15 Dean Slader: Blacksmith Demonstration  Jim Peterson: the Missouri River Yesterday and Today 

  2:30–400       LCTHF Regional Meeting 

  4:30–5:15    Tribal Nations, Scouts and Corps Color Guard 

     Bud Clark: Keynote Address 

  5:15–7:00    MOP Annual Picnic, Must RSVP by July 18 

 

  9:30–4:30 

Outside WHTC Butch Bovier and Company with White Pirogue 

  Dale Clark and his Newfoundland Dog 

WHTC Atrium Check-in and packet pickup for LCTHF Regional Meeting 

  Fur and hides exhibit, keelboat model, trunks 

  LCTHF Information 

  Kira Gale book signing, afternoon only 

Back Room Children’s activities, except at 

  1:30–2:30 Bud Clark: Kids around the Campfire 

 

Sunday, July 26 

  West of levee, encampment area    Auditorium  

  9:15  Raise colors 

  9:30–11:30 Re-enactors camp open to public Optional tours Lewis and Clark movies 

11:30–12:30     Music and Maidrites 

12:30– 1:00  Memorial Dedication for Fallen Scout, Ben Petrzilka (Icon/picnic table area) 

  1:00– 1:45 Dean Slader: Blacksmith Demonstration  Jeff Barnes: Forts in the Omaha/Council Bluffs Area 

  2:00–2:45 Mike Bowman: Armaments of Lewis and Clark Darrel Draper: George Droulliard/Pee Dee the Prairie Dog 

 

  9:30–2:45 

Outside WHTC Butch Bovier and Company with White Pirogue 

WHTC Atrium Fur and hides exhibit, keelboat model, trunks 

  LCTHF Information 

  1:00–2:45 

Back Room Children’s activities 

Lewis and Clark Reunion 2 
 

Saturday, July 18 
  7:00 Neal Ratzlaff, bird walk 

  9:00 Neal Ratzlaff, Day-by-day account as Corps traveled 

along Nebraska 

10:00 Bill Hayes, as Private Shannon 

11:00 Gary Moulton, Lewis and Clark and the Plains Indians 

12:00 Jim Peterson, The Wild River 

 Brian Volker, as Pierre Roi 

  1:00 Walt Gotsch, Boats of the Expedition 

  2:00 Jeff Barnes, The Forts of Nebraska, book signing after 

  Royal Eckert, Indian stories 

  3:00 Bat Shunatona, Lewis and Clark and the Otoe-Missouria 

 

9–12/1–3 Mary Langhorst, Earthlodge 

Sunday, July 19 
10:00 Neal Ratzlaff, Day-by-day account as Corps traveled 

along Nebraska 

11:00 Bat Shunatona, Lewis and Clark and the Otoe-Missouria 

12:00 Walt Gotsch, Boats of the Expedition 

 Brian Volker, as Pierre Roi 

 Duncan, the Newfoundland 

  1:00 Jim Peterson, The Wild River 

 Royal Eckert, Indian stories 

  2:00 Jeff Barnes, The Forts of Nebraska, book signing after 

  3:00 Bill Hayes, as Private Shannon 
 

9–12/1–3 Mary Langhorst, Earthlodge 

10–4 Missouri River Basin re-enacting corps  
 

Details at www.mrb-lewisandclarkcenter.org or email 

efriesen@mrb-lewisandclarkcenter.org 



REGISTRATION    White Catfish Camp    24-26 July, 2009  
 

Please complete a separate registration for each individual attending–including children. 

If you are only attending the Saturday evening picnic–all are welcome, but you must RSVP later in this 

survey.  Name required by JULY 18 to reserve tickets; payment with $10 cash or check at serving line. 

Lunch does not require RSVP/tickets, but estimated counts will really help in our planning. Thanks! 

 
1. Name (as you wish it to appear on name tag) First____________________ Last_____________________ 

2. Is the person named above a minor?      Yes _____   No _____ 
 
3. Contact Information (This information will only be used to contact you regarding this event.) 

Street Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City    _______________________________  State ____________  ZIP Code _____________ 

Email  __________________________________________  Phone _________________________________ 

4. Are you a member of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation? Yes _____   No _____ 
5. Do you belong to a local chapter?       Yes _____   No _____ 

(You may be a member of a local chapter without belonging to the national Foundation.) 

If yes, please provide chapter name. ___________________________________________________________ 

  
Indicate which of the following activities you plan to attend. Please note that only the picnic requires 

RSVP in your name, information on other activities is just to get a preliminary head count. Thanks! 

 
6. Friday Night July 24, 2009 

No-host Reception, Islamorada Fish Company Restaurant (inside Council Bluffs Bass Pro). Yes _____   No _____ 

7. Saturday July 25, 2009 

Morning Breakout Sessions or Open Activities (9:30-11:15 am)   Yes _____   No _____ 
Lunch by Maid-Rite "On the Loose" (11:30-1:30 Approx. $4-7)  Yes _____   No _____ 
Afternoon Breakout Sessions or Open Activities (1:30-4:00 pm)   Yes _____   No _____ 
L&C Trail Heritage Foundation Meeting (2:30-4:00 pm)    Yes _____   No _____ 
Flag ceremony and Keynote by Bud Clark (4:30pm)     Yes _____   No _____ 
Picnic (5:15pm) - Ticket $10 check or cash. RSVP deadline: JULY 18  Yes _____   No _____ 

8. Sunday Morning July 26 Optional Tours 

1) Re-enactors camp open to public       Yes _____   No _____ 
2) Visit Confluence of Platte and Missouri Rivers     Yes _____   No _____ 
3) Visit Council Bluffsô Lewis & Clark Monument Overlook    Yes _____   No _____ 
4) Bicycle Tour L&C Art Icon Trail (incl. Pedestrian Bridge)    Yes _____   No _____ 
5) No Tour          Yes _____   No _____ 

Questions/comments regarding tours:__________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Sunday July 26 Sessions 

Morning Open Activities (9:30-11:30)      Yes _____   No _____ 
Morning movies (9:30-11:30)       Yes _____   No _____ 
Lunch by Maid-Rite "On the Loose" (11:30-12:30. Approx. $4-7)   Yes _____   No _____ 
Fallen Scout Dedication (12:30 p.m.)      Yes _____   No _____ 
Afternoon Breakout Session /Open Activities (1:00-2:45)    Yes _____   No _____ 

10. Please use this space for questions or comments, or to request assistance with transportation:  
 
 
 
 

We hope to see you in the Omaha, NE/Council Bluffs, IA are at our Regional Meeting/White Catfish Camp in July. 

Send registration by mail to:  Della Bauer, 11322 Harney Plaza Circle, Omaha NE 68154-3261 by JULY 18 



 

MOP National Trails Day Effort to See Something New 

MOP continues its tradition of commemorating National Trails Day, and will again 

partner with local scout troops in providing information about the Trail and a series of 

icons on both sides of the Missouri River.  The Lewis & Clark Interpretive Icon Trail, a 

collaborative project created in 2004 by Back to the River, Inc, National Park Service, the 

cities of Omaha and Council Bluffs, and the Papio/Missouri River Natural Resources 

District, may be one of the Omaha and Council Bluffs area best kept secrets.  Volunteers 

and scouts will be working to let the secret out from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday June 6, 

while stationed at each of these 10 icons, handing out maps and literature, and answering 

questions of art lovers and trail users.   

To help spread the word in a variety of ways, Luke Thallas, a scout in Council Bluffs 

Troop 3, is leading his fellow scouts in the construction of 10 free-standing “sandwich 

board” signs as part of his Eagle Scout project.  The prototype was completed in mid-May, 

and the others were scheduled for completion late in that month.  Material costs for this 

project were around $400.  Part of this will be defrayed through the MOP charitable 

donations directed to scout programming.   

The Icon Trail presents stories and aspects of the Lewis and Clark expedition through 

public art.  It reaches from the remote Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge at the 

northern end, south to the Children’s Art Wall at Hayworth Park in Bellevue.  The Trail is 

a designated segment of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, spanning both sides 

of the Missouri River and now linked by the Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge.  One icon is 

positioned on the levee just west of Lewis & Clark landing.  

Volunteers are still needed for National Trails Day.  Visit the MOP website for 

details, schedules and electronic sign-up sheet.  

MOP at Outdoor Expo 

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission sponsored 

an Outdoor Expo for fourth and fifth graders at Platte River 

State Park on April 22–23.  A number of educational 

stations were set up to expose students to a wide range of 

topics during their visit.  Della Bauer, Mary Langhorst, Fr. 

Tom, and Bob Pawloski worked with Jill Hamilton-

Anderson, NPS Education Specialist with the Lewis and 

Clark National Historic Trail, to set up and staff a display 

of Corps related materials.  Garbed in his re-enactment 

uniform, Mike Bowman shared his Expedition experience 

with 800 students over the two-day event.  


