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And Now, the Rest of the Story

At the January 2008 meeting, MOP co-founder and local historian Kira Gale
shared her early thoughts on the t
presented by Evelyn Orr at a MOP s
in getting to the bottom of the 200-year-old mystery. Now, with co-author James E.
Starrs, she is presenting a -tehe rpsd
book, The Death of Meriwether Lewis: A Historic Crime Scene Investigation. THE DEATI (yg

At the March 17 MOP dinner meeting, Kira will present evidence she used to o o ae
determine that Lewis was assassinated. More than 20 documents, maps and photos 1 1
are included in the book to build the case. These follow the transcripts of a Menwether LGWIS
coronerds ingquest convened by Dr.
Lewis. Dr. Starrs is professor emeritus of law and forensic science at George
Washington University. He has conducted several exhumations of historic figures,
including Jesse James, to determine the circumstances of their deaths.

Although the National Park Service declined to exhume the body in 1996, this is
not a dead issue. The collateral descendants of Meriwether Lewis have requested
exhumation of his remains in order to have a Christian reburial at the National James E. Starrs
Monument site. An application for a permit was filed with the NPS in January, with amiale
Starrs as the lead investigator.

Members of the study group received reading proofs
release in April. That should not stop a lively discussion at the March meeting. Kira has agreed to make a brief
presentation, followed by a question and answer period. This discussion will not lay the issue to rest, as interest is likely
to increase with the approach of the bicentennial of
of developments: www.deathofmeriwetherlewis.com

Lost Nation, The Ioway

Michael McDonald Presents Corps of In October 2007, a film premiered at the lowa State
Discovery in Song and Story Historical Society in Des Moines that featured a story
of tragic loss, treachery, betrayal and even murder. It
Seasonably unpredictable weather on December tells the story of the loway Tribe that ceded its land,

15, 2008, delayed but did not cancel the performance and its future, by signing an 1824 treaty with
of Michael McDonald. Mac will regale the audience  Superintendent of Indian Affairs, William Clark. This
at the April 21 dinner meeting with original songs and  film has drawn acclaim during screenings on tribal
- j stories. He will lead  nations and at film festivals throughout the Midwest.

a lively celebration of MOP members will have the honor of meeting the
¥ the challenges and man that inspired this film at the May dinner meeting.

¢ adventures faced by John Palmquist, is trying to preserve and celebrate
the members of loway culture before it passes into memory. Because
Lewi s and &Fhigeffokts®$their behalf, he has been made an
Corps of Discovery. honorary member of the lowa Tribe of Kansas and
The appearance of Nebraska.
this Yankton, South PLEASE NOTE: a conflict with another
Dakota musician is reservation makes the Riverside Grille unavailable on
supported by the May 19. The MOP board is identifying a suitable
Nebraska Humanities  temporary substitute for this one-time change in
Council. location. Watch for details.




Mouth of the Platte Chapter Presidentds Not e:

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage It won't be long and spring will be here. I saw a robin while driving through

Foundation, Inc. the prairie grasses on my way to study group a few weeks ago. The following
weekend the area had 6 inches of snow on the ground. That robin might have
regretted his "early bird" flight north!!

In December our dinner meeting was cancelled because of inclement
weather. Put Mac McDonald back on your schedules as he will entertain us on
April 21, 20009.

January's dinner meeting entertainment was exciting, funny, and
educational. Darrel Draper is an entertainer with the ability to put a lecture
package together just like that. Darrel told us about Pee Dee the prairie dog that

of t hel 8veniually became aresident at the MRB Interpretive Center, in Nebraska City.
eSSt ewar ds of || tlpeesondlly think the story of Pee Dee should be made into a movie for

Monthly meetings held third Tuesday, children. Adults would enjoy it also.
with a few exceptions, at: The new approach to supporting the Omaha World-Herald Newspapers in
Dodge Riverside Grill Education (NIE) curriculum was inst.i
ég'a”.athBO”'evard was passedo for anyone wishing to m
 Council Bluffs, 1A the total contribution up to the first $500. Personal contributions for the evening
Social Hour, 5:30 added up to $358, which will result in more than $700 going to support the NIE

Dinner meeting 6:00 (menu on back : .
g ( ) Lewis and Clark curriculum.
2009 Meeting Schedule:

17 March The Chapter Board is busy working and planning with other city events and
21 April programs for spring and summer. Some of these are Missouri Valley History
19 May Conference, at Embassy Suites, March 5 to 8, 2009. A program, Nebraska
Outdoors Expo, for 4th graders will be held at Platte River State Park, on April
22 and 23. Then the Missouri River Cleanup will be May 30th. Volunteers will

Annual events:

June: Lewis and Clark Festival be needed for these programs. More information will be coming.
Lewis and Clark State Park
Onawa, 1A On February 20, | took part in a teleconference from the Foundation in
July: White Catfish Camp Great Falls. Seventeen of the 37 chapters were represented. There is great
Western Historic Trails Center concern about the drop in Chapter and Foundation memberships. All chapter
Council Bluffs, IA and foundation members will be aske
members back into the groups. If you are talking to a former member ask why
Tuesday Morning Study Group: he or she has dropped the membership. Report this general information back to
3\/2-;‘6-} rzngissttg"r?:_ﬁans Center me, and | will report it to headquarters. This is to gather information and trends.
3434 Richard Downing Ave. Names will not be reported to the Foundation. The economy is probably part of
Council Bluffs, IA the answer, but maybe there is more to the picture. The Bicentennial is past, but
Wednesday Evening Study Group: the Lewis and Clark Expedition is an important part of our national history and

7 p.m., second Wednesday of month needs to be retold and studied over and over.

Panera Café and Bakery . . . .
Saddle Creek Road (North of Dodge) This is a good time to remind everyone that annual memberships are due by

Omaha, NE the end of March. A form is located on the last page, which may be mailed or
given to a board member at the March meeting.

President: Della Bauer Many cannot make it to the Annual Meetings, so the Foundation is
397'8544_(1 t Omaha(lz@lc(éx-“a encouraging chapter members to attend Regional Meetings in their areas.

ICe Fresident: arl Camp - - H
571.0446 hccamp@cox.net I always enjoy seeing each one of you at our dinners and events.
Secretary: Mary Langhorst Have a fun safe spring.
731-9042 mholoun@cox.net .
Treasurer: Don Shippy Della Bauerpresident

shippydv@msn.net , . .

Past President: Bob Pawloski e. we owe gratit ude to France, ju
402-871-5071 bpawloski@cox.net all, and subservience to none. . . it was by the sober sense of our
Newsletter editor:  Suzanne Gucciardo citizens that we were safely and steadily conducted from monarchy to
402-468-5848 suz@lakenet.com republicanism, and it is by the same agency alone we can be kept

from falling back

Email: mouthoftheplatte@cox.net
www.mouthoftheplatte.org T Thomas Jefferson to Arthur Campbell, 1 September 1797




Pee Dee the Prairie Dog

This is not Darrel Draper doing his impersonation of
our new president, even though his January 20 presentation
to the Mouth of the Platte Chapter was on inauguration
day. About 30 members decided to forgo the media
coverage of the celebratory balls and gathered, instead, to
hear the real story of Pee Dee the Prairie Dog. Darrel
swears the following is true.

Submitted by Darrel Draper:

My daughter, Jill, is married to Andy Sealey. Back in
2003 Andy was the Sports Information Director of
Northwest Missouri State University in Marysville,
Missouri. My daughter wanted a pet. She went to a pet
store in Kansas City and passing by the hamsters, gerbils,
rats, guinea pigs, and mi
Dog. o She fell in |l ove wi
fur and purchased it for $100 along with an $80 wire cage
and about $20 worth of guinea pig food.

She was unsure of the gender of the prairie dog and
di dndét bother to ask the
home, she was hesitant to give the prairie dog a gender-
specific name 1|i ke
want the furry little bundle to have to undergo
psychological therapy later in life. She used the initials of

i Pe g gy dhatgant wigesageand yoyld escape agd,posop rampages

i

phe cprtaigs. Ang, up ungl {he,day they broughipthe gog o 1y g |
home, Pee Dee had figured out how to unlatch the door in

di c
through the house. But riow there was a tiny padlock on

the cage door and he hadnot

prairie dog APDO but Chan%%kaet.ﬁfpledtmsintqhﬁrépar bf”fj@oﬁ?é(vefegeeﬁPee

| first met Pee Dee when | had a George Drouillard
booking for the museum in Marysville in 2004. Jill
referred to Pee Dee as
gender. This was problematic for three reasons: 1) | was
not a prairie dog gynecologist; 2) Pee Dee was a very
active pet more bent on crawling into my clothing than
having a medical exam; and 3) | was apprehensive this
little beaver-like animal might bite my finger off.

A few months later, | got a call from Jill. Andy had
been hired by the University of Utah to be their Assistant
Sports Information Director. They were moving to Salt
Lake City. Prairie dogs are not permitted as pets in Utah.
Also, they had adopted a large dog that made Pee Dee very
nervous. And whenever the dog saw Pee Dee the word
Al uncho kept flashing
could take Pee Dee off her hands. Being a loving father, |
said yes.

I emptied enough debris out of the back of my
Expl orer to accommodat e
and drove to Marysville. When | arrived, | noticed that
Jill éds Iliving
shag carpeting than curtains. Jill explained that most
people are aware that prairie dogs dig deep holes to live in.
What people forget is that prairie dogs must climb to get
out of the holes. She had let Pee Dee run free in the house
while she was at work, and Pee Dee, who had gained a lot
of weight on all of that guinea pig food, loved to climb up

ee was eating in his cage. | stuck my right index finger
inside her cage and wiggled
you remember your grandpa? Pee Dee sank her upper and

A h ilofer flont teth Tnto Reifk of By fifGe& unfil ey vV € 1 i f y

touched somewhere deep in the flesh. | yelled and jerked
back my finger and watched the blood run down my finger
and onto the palm of my hand.

Ji || sai d, ASorry about th
protective of his cage sinc

band-ai d f or that. o

| drove back to Omaha with Pee Dee, cage, and 20
pounds of guinea pig food, which Pee Dee inhaled like a
Hoover vacuum cleaner, and | wondered how my 134
pound dog, Loki, and 18 pound Maine Coon cat, Tango,

t hr el yactfpthgaddion af pee Dee i qurhgusengld, o ¢

not t0 mention my wife, JoAnne, whose weight shall
remain unrecorded.

I placed the caged Pee Dee in our spare bedroom under

p &hewatgnfuleypsof Lpkhapd Tango. Tangolookgdgtpee 3 5

Dee as if she was the fattest, most glorious mouse that only

room inoelke c GPPERHED bPk@d CRLPPegEFAL ES

JoAnne came home from work, she reached into the cage
and held Pee Dee up against her cheek and nose and lips,
cuddled it, nuzzled it, and spoke baby-talk to it, while |
tried to hide my bandaged finger in my pocket. Then she
turned toward me and asked me what was | going to do
with him.



I had called the Humane Society and asked about that | wanted to donate Pee Dee to the Interpretive Center.
prairie dogs. They said it was illegal to have a prairie dog She was as thrilled as if | donated Thomas Jefferson, live
as a pet in Nebraska, just as it was illegal to have a cobraor  and in person. She had an assistant carry the cage and Pee
a jaguar as a pet. | asked them for suggestions. They said Dee down to the VIP speaker:
you might drive it up to western South Dakota and release Darrel Draper had just donated Pee Dee the Prairie Dog to

it into the wild. the Interpretive Center. There was so much commotion
| said, AWhy South Dako tO%{e%Pee\B%e | neygriid getodp py SeotgeProuilipr ¢
have prairie dogs up by Lﬁ ', Nebraska. o

She sai d, fThe far mer s theglmgogn%onjewgr‘r}plgyeeofﬁhe rgeﬁl\fva%as ngd on

. - . : uty of prairié dog wrangler and that was
like prairie dog_s. If they figured out what you were d\0|ng, had a new home. Fortuitous |
they might shoot youl! o

not only a veterinarian, but an exotic animal veterinarian.
|l said, AWhat about t he TinmaookeeDe infomadexam and ictirnedros thatPRe S 0 u
Dakot a?o Dee wasagirl prairie dog and overfed nearly to the
She said, AThere were bwlgp % (%PeeDﬁeorsag?[hcqumlﬁlgnﬁdota
- R aspeual cage o rto ive In right next to the entrance
you might not be seen. o
and schedul ed speci al br own
The next day | went into the spare bedroom to check programs.
on Pee Dee. Apparently, JoAnne moved the cage because .
she was afraid it was too close to the air conditioning duct In 2005, the St2 Coharles re-enactors Weretgomgft?]
and didndét want Pee Dee ?on;lr)geg; raéegremq @pnall\/ersar)llgligﬂegreumg\; d t he
cage next to the wall Whecﬁgkoqtb kth 'm\ﬂ' gletrbkth d qs pr
Linn County-Marion, lowa Public Schools 50th ark sent back their maps and niotes, sketches, and anima

Anniversary Commemorative tapestry. The woven image specimens including two live prairie dogs they plucked

of JoAnnedés high school d tg?“ith 1*2“%019'3 n@rr{nodlerrhdgy Lynéh Ngbéaﬁkar ® nhow

looked like shag carpeting. ee an im Johnson were invited to ride along Also; a

wild prairie dog that someone in Nebraska had captured
AUbh!o I murmured, and nwswedtdlondabthe seCopdPreairie Bog specimew.iPeer e

it was originally. Dee and the wild prairie dog did not get along well, so they

traveled in separate cages. They made stops for crowds

and school kids all along the route where Pee Dee was a

big hit. Her picture was on the front page of the Omaha

That weekend | was scheduled to do a George
Drouillard appearance at the grand opening of the Missouri
River Basin Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center in

Nebraska City. | loaded Pee Dee and cage back into the World-Herald, and the Center in Nebraska City was selling
Explorer without bothering to ask Nancy Hoch, the

Pee Dee T-shirts.

Centerodos interim director, [stoppedisth®y haMotoHeedDeelevergchancallym. ut |
a live prairie dog to exhibit. I even stuck my finger in her cage.

When | arrived at the Center, the place was packed.
All of the parking spots were filled and shuttle buses . R _
loaded with people were arriving and departing. | was Editoros note: Pee Dee was c.
. ' . overweight, which is remarkable for an animal that may only.b
already in George Drouill %n'éadaﬁélf’tﬁv&o&hﬂ%lfrﬁndﬂdgund r natbrdl Inbitfdnk. ha

enough hands to carry Pee Dee with cage and my In the wild, most black-tailed prairie dogs only reach three to
Drouiliard props. | thOUght that if carried the Pee Dee cage four years of age. Away from predators and under good care,
up to the door first, some kid will stick their finger in the some have lived up to eight years in captivity. In October 2008,
cage and get bitten. If I carry my pack and musket first, Pee Dee reached the end of her life and was buried on the
some kid will grab the musket and scare the BeeJesus out grounds of the Missouri River Basin Lewis and Clark Visitor
all of the politicians an@e| Pos.

I unloaded the cage and carried it up to the front door. .
I went back for my pack and musket. When I got back to Looking for the Answers:
the cage, there were about 14 fingers sticking in the cage
wiggling for Pee Deeods att eMayilanghorstwanspluy agenflyqisedsel mo p
surrounding Pee Dee taking flash pictures, tapping on the of The Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark
cage and wanting to know if they could take Pee Dee out of edited by Gary Moulton. If you have a set or
the cage for a close up picture. Other people were asking if information that could lead to one, please
I could stand away so they could get a better picture of the contact Mary at 402-291-1585 or email
Afgopher.o Eventually, | fouMllngi@enet Hoch and told her



Treasurerds Report: Mout h of the Pl att

Statement of Cash Received and Spent Statement of Financial Position as of February 28, 2009
Beginning October 1, 2008 and ending February 28, 2009 Valued at
Total Cash Balance at the Beginning of this Period ~ $3,175.75 Valuedat  Estimated
Cash Received During this Period Assets Cost Market Value
Dues Received $130.00 Cash and Cash Equivalents $4,371.91 $4,371.91
Donations Received $538.00 Merchandise Inventory Held for Resa#&,888.57 $1,888.57
Meals Sold $1,837.00 Accounts Receivable $0.00 $0.00
Less Cost of Meals Sold $1,586.72 Megting Equipment, Audio Visual
Less Sales Taxes on Meals Sold $120.18 Equipment and Software $1,149.72 $90.00
Net Cash from Meals Sold* ' $130.11 Otis Mouth of the Platte Painting $500.00 $500.00
. ' ther Asset 7.4 .
Merchandise Sold $448.00 Other Assets $7.48 $0.00
Less Merchandise Purchased for  $0.00 Total Assets $7,917.68 $6,850.48
Resale Liabilities
Less Sales Taxes on Merchandise$29.31 Accounts Payable $1,091.92 $1,091.92
Sold R
Net Cash from Merchandise Sold* $418.69 Other Liabilities $0.00 $0.00
Fund Raisers $0.00 Total Liabilities $1,091.92 $1,091.92
Grants and Cost Sharing Received $307.00 Chapter Net Worth $6,825.77 $5,758.57
Other Sources of Income $0.00
Total Cash Received During this Period* $1,523.80 Report on Meals Sold October 1, 2008 - January 31, 2009

Cash Disbursed During this Period

Memmber C aticews| Description Total for Per Meal

ember Communicatiddewsletters, $141.16 Number of Meals Served® 119 N/A

Postcards, etc.

Supplies $11.96 Total Value of Meals Served* $1,837.00 $15.44

Meeting Expenses, Speakers Fees and Tr&dE$0.00 Cost of Meals Served*

etc. Total cost of meals purchased $1,344.64 $11.30

Business Fees, Bank Charges, P.O. Box, etc$0.00 Total gratuity paid $242.08 $2.03

Grants/Scholarships/Awards $0.00 Total sales tax on meals served $120.18 $1.01

Liability Insurance $0.00 Total Cost of Meals Served* $1,706.90 $14.34

Annual Meeting Registration $0.00 Net Margin on Meals Served* $130.10 $1.09

Net Sales Taxes** $24.51

Cost of Fund Raisers $0.00 *** The "Number of Meals Served" includes Guest Meals for speakers and companic
- - - - but the "Total Value of Meals Served" includes only the cash received for meals. Bec

Total Cash Disbursed During this Period* $327.63  \outh of the Platte does not charge for Guest Meals, there is no value included for t

Total Cash Balance at the End of this Period $4,371.91 meals. The cost of Guest Meals is included in the "Total Cost of Meals Served".

Submitted by Don Shippy
2 March 2009

* All figures are shown net of the costs for meals and merchandise
purchased and of accrued sales taxes on meals and merchandise sold.
See table on the other side of this report for additional meal information.

Proposed Entrees* March  April Price*
** Net Sales Taxes include taxes accrued in previous year, but paid this Flatiron Steak Dinner. ** X X $21.00
year after allowance for accrual of sales taxes on meals and merchandise .
sold. Walleye Dinner. ** X $21.00
Butterfly Shrimp Dinner. ** X $21.00
MARCH-APRIL RIVERSIDE GRILLE MENU Teriyaki Chicken Dinner.** X $20.00
Meal options appear at right. Dinner reservations can be made ~ Parmesan Crusted Chicken Dinner. *X $20.00
on or before the Sunday preceding the meeting by contacting Popcorn Chicken Salad with Garlic
Mary Langhorst at 402-291-1585, or by emailing Breadstick. *** X X $15.00
mouthoftheplatte@cox.net Pecan BleGheese Salad. *** X X $15.00
* All meals include coffee, tea, or soft drinks. Prices include Cheeseburger or Hamburger with chajce

Gratuity of 18% and state sales tax. NOTE: Sales tax is paid by X $15.00

Mouth of the Platte. of BrocceRaisin Salad or French Fries.

** Dinners include salad, roll, baked potato, and vegetable. Southwest Chicken Wrap with choice>(ef X $15.00
** Salads and burgers and wraps BroccolRaisin Salad or French Fries. '



Mouth of the Platte Chapter Annual Dues  , . -1 MOP dues for 2009-2010:

All memberships are renewable by March 31. Single membership $20 $
Family membership $25 $
Name(s): Charitable contributions to support;
Address: Mouth of Pla_tte Chaptt_ar Programs $
Newspapers in Education $
Boy Scouts of America activities $
City: ST: ___ ZIP: Total enclosed $
) Make checks payable to:
Phone: () ' Mouth of the Platte Chapter
i PO Box 3344
Email: Omaha, NE 68103-0344
Do you wish to receive quarterly newsletters and monthly May we publish your contact information in a member
reminders by email? Yes C  No C access only directory?  Yes C  No C
February Meeting a Light-Hearted Success
Betty Small enbs questions and answers for the trivi

contest drew a wide range of responses from the 24 MOP
members who participated at the February meeting. There
were groans, there was muttering, and there were many
blank stares.

Questions had a range of values from one point for the
easy ones (What killed Floyd?) to five points for the down
right tough ones (What was the nickname for the Natchez
Trace?). Atotal of 101 points was possible, and it was not
surprising that Kira Gale had the top score of 79, closely
followed by Dr. Carl Camp. Della Bauer and other donors
had supplied the books awarded to the top scorers.

Prior to the fAbrain burningo
themselves with a cake celebrating the 204th birthday of :
Pomp. Della related how the clerks at the bakery were J 4
mightily impressed, or at least confused, that anyone would
be celebrating into a second century of life.

Mouth of the Platte, Inc.
On the Lewis & Clark Trail
P. 0. Box 3344

Omaha NE 68103



